
 

 

InternaƟonal Organ FesƟval “Graz Organ Cinema” 2026 

7–9 October 2026 

Silent film and organ improvisaƟon: in Graz and Styria this fascinaƟng combinaƟon from the early 
history of cinema was first presented in 2014 at the great Walcker organ of the Herz Jesu Church. 
Its excepƟonal popularity with audiences has since established the format as a permanent fixture in 
Graz’s cultural life. On the occasion of its 10th anniversary, the Graz Organ Cinema was first held as 
a three day fesƟval in 2024, a format that will be conƟnued in 2026. 

7 October David Cassan (Paris), improvisaƟon to the silent film “Frate Sole” (Italy 1918) 
    on the occasion of the anniversary “800 years Saint Francis of Assisi” 

8 October InternaƟonal Organ ImprovisaƟon CompeƟƟon (Round 1) 
   Ulrich Walther (Graz), improvisaƟon to the silent film “Don Quixote” (Denmark 1926) 

9 October  Course “Organ ImprovisaƟon” with David Cassan (Paris) 
   InternaƟonal Organ ImprovisaƟon CompeƟƟon (Round 2, public final concert) 

 

Second InternaƟonal Organ ImprovisaƟon CompeƟƟon 

Following the successful first ediƟon of the Organ ImprovisaƟon CompeƟƟon in the anniversary year 
2024, the compeƟƟon will in 2026 be expanded to two rounds. The final round is public. 

 

1.  ApplicaƟon and preliminary round 
The compeƟƟon is aimed at young organists who have not yet reached the age of 32 at the Ɵme of the 
compeƟƟon.  

Applicants submit a two part YouTube video consisƟng of two improvisaƟons of 7 to 10 minutes 
each, accompanying representaƟve excerpts from two different historical silent films (for example by 
Fritz Lang or F. W. Murnau). The choice of films is free. Both the performer and the film must be 
clearly visible in the video. Cuts within the 7 to 10 minute secƟons are not permiƩed. The video must 
be submiƩed online to the compeƟƟon office via link. 

The applicaƟon for the compeƟƟon must be submiƩed no later than 31 August 2026 (including photo, 
CV of 600 characters, and YouTube link) exclusively to the following address: 
orgelkino.graz@gmx.at 

A maximum of 10 parƟcipants will be selected from the submissions. The announcement will be 
made by email on 2 September 2026. 

The compeƟƟon management reserves the right, in the case of fewer than 5 applicaƟons, to reduce 
the number of prizes or to cancel the compeƟƟon enƟrely. 

 



 

 

2. AccommodaƟon and travel 
All parƟcipants are responsible for their own travel and accommodaƟon. These costs cannot be covered. 
Upon acceptance into the compeƟƟon, parƟcipants may receive informaƟon about accommodaƟon in 
different price categories.  

 

3. Venue 
Parish Church Herz Jesu, Sparbersbachgasse 58, 8010 Graz 
hƩps://www.graz-herz-jesu.at/  

 

4. Instrument 
Walcker Organ 1889 to 1891 / 1941, 55 stops, III plus pedal, Rieger seƫng system (2014) 
Detailed informaƟon: hƩps://www.graz-herz-jesu.at/kirchenmusik/unsere-orgel/  

 

5. PreparaƟon and pracƟce Ɵme 
6 to 9 October 2024 
ParƟcipants will have sufficient Ɵme available for preparaƟon at the Walcker organ of Herz Jesu Church. 
During the compeƟƟon they will receive a key for saving registraƟons.  

 

6. Performance rounds on 8 and 9 October 
The first round takes place on the morning of 8 October, where the selected parƟcipants accompany various 
film excerpts. The second round forms the public final concert on the evening of 9 October and features a 
maximum of four parƟcipants.  

For both rounds, specially prepared silent film collages from different genres (approximately 15 to 30 
minutes each) will be provided electronically for live organ accompaniment. 

The order of candidates will be drawn by lot and announced in due Ɵme. During the film 
accompaniment the jury will parƟcularly assess musical creaƟvity, stylisƟc versaƟlity, originality and 
spontaneity, as well as a coherent and convincing interpretaƟon of the film excerpts. 

 

7. Jury 
Prof. David Cassan (Paris, St. ÉƟenne du Mont / Conservatoire Nancy) 
Prof. Tomaž Sevšek Šramel (University of Ljubljana, Academy of Music) 
Prof. Ulrich Walther, chair (University of Music and Performing Arts Graz)  

The composiƟon and decisions of the jury are final. Legal recourse is excluded. The jury members 
are bound to confidenƟality regarding scoring and internal deliberaƟons. 



 

 

8. Prizes 
The jury may award the following prizes: 
1st prize 2500 euro 
2nd prize 1800 euro 
3rd prize 1200 euro 
AddiƟonally, a public audience prize can be awarded.  

Prizes may be shared or not awarded. The announcement of results takes place immediately aŌer 
the compeƟƟon performances, following jury deliberaƟon. 

 

9. General condiƟons 
ParƟcipants agree to audio and video recordings (including reproducƟon) made in connecƟon with the 
compeƟƟon events. They transfer any resulƟng rights to the organiser upon acceptance of the condiƟons of 
parƟcipaƟon.  

ParƟcipants agree to the publicaƟon of their results, including in electronic media. 

By registering, candidates agree to the compeƟƟon condiƟons as well as possible changes in jury 
composiƟon. 

 

 

[Subject to change] 

 


